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Caighdedn an Bhéarla agus an Mhata sna scoileanna lan-
Ghaeilge os cionn an mheain ndisiunta

D’fhailtigh GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. roimh fhégairt an Fhorais Taighde inniu gur léirigh torthai na
dtdstdlacha naisiunta ar chaighdean an Bhéarla agus an mhata sna bunscoileanna ldn-Ghaeilge
go bhfuil siad i bhfad os cionn an mheain naisiinta. Ag labhairt ag Comhdhail Bhliantiuil agus
Oideachais 2011 a d’oscail inniu ar an Tulach Mhor, dheimhnigh priomhthaighdeoir an Fhorais
Taighde, an Dr. Shiel gurb é seo an chéad uair riamh a rinneadh tdstdlacha ar fhurmhoér na
scoileanna |an-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta mar aonad samplach iontu féin ar ghndthachtail sa
Bhéarla agus sa mhata. Daingnionn na dea-thorthai seo torthai 6 thaighde dhuchasach
neamhspleach eile atd déanta in Eirinn agus tagann siad le dea-thorthai an tumoideachais ar
bhonn idirnaisiunta.

Tagann na dea-thorthai seo sna sala ar thaighde an NCE-MSTL (an Larionad Sarmhaitheasa i
bhFoghlaim agus Teagasc an Mhata agus an Eolaiocht) a léirionn go bhfuil buntaisti tri chur
chuige an datheangachais i gceist don phaiste i bhfoghlaim an mhata in Eirinn. Priomhfhécas
na Comhdhala 2011 nd an Straitéis Litearthachta agus Uimhearthachta i gcomhthéacs na
scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge, le ceardlanna, plé agus diospdireacht thar an da |3 ar na straitéisi is
éifeachtai le barrfheabhas a bhaint amach ar chaighdean reatha na scoileanna agus an tionchar
nach beag a imrionn sé ar an iar-bhunleibhéal agus ar an nGaeilge sa triu leibhéal.

D’oscail an tAire Stait Oiliuna agus Scileanna, Ciaran Cannon an Chomhdhail dar téama Ag
Saibhriu Saol Pdisti go hoifigiuil. Ag labhairt ar maidin, thréaslaigh an tAire pobal na scoileanna
lan-Ghaeilge, Gaeltachta agus a bpairtithe leasmhara as na dea-thorthai ata foilsithe agus a
[éirid tri an chdras tumoideachais. Thug sé aitheantas do thabhacht na scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge
agus d’obair na muinteoiri, a chinntionn go mbionn ard innidlacht sa Ghaeilge ag foghlaimeoiri.
D’aithin an tAire éileamh suntasach an phobail ar oideachas tri mhedn na Gaeilge ag gach
leibhéal agus thréaslaigh sé GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. as a bheith ceannrddaioch san obair seo ag
spreagadh tuismitheoiri, ag poiblid buntaisti an ddtheangachais agus ag tacu le solathar ar
ardchaighdedn.

D’fhailtigh Uachtardn na heagraiochta, Micheal O Broin roimh an aitheantais seo, “failtimid go
mor roimh na rditis ar thabhacht na hearndla oideachais lan-Ghaeilge, agus ar rdl
GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. san obair luachmhar seo agus tdimid an-bhuioch den Aire as a bheith i
lathair don écéid seo. Aithnimid, afach, go bhfuil impleachtai an-mhér ann don earnail leis an
ngéarchéim eacnamaiochta. Taimid ag troid i gcoinne constaici leanunacha. Aithnimid ar fad go
bhfuil srian ar an Roinn 6 thaobh caiteachais ach impim ar an Roinn agus ar an Aire inniu gan an



ghéarchéim a usaid mar cheap milledin chun sleamhnd as a ndualgais agus gealltanais i leith
forbairt na gaelscolaiochta. Nil uainn ach cothrom na féinne dar bpaisti agus dar scoileanna.”

Thréaslaigh O Broin leis an slua de 300 duine 6 phobal uile na scoileanna ag an mbunleibhéal
agus an iar-bhunleibhéal lasmuigh agus laistigh den Ghaeltacht as na dea-thorthai a léirigh an
Dr. Shiel. Thug sé aitheantas don bhru breise atd ar scoileanna, go hdirithe le bliain anuas leis an
laghdu sa céimheas agus an méadu sna ranganna da bharr. “In ainneoin na gcuinsi fior-
dhushldnacha seo ta cruthunas againn ar sar-obair, diograis agus cumas na scoileanna agus sar-
éifeacht an chérais tumoideachais mar chéras oideachais.”

Ag labhairt faoi mhana na Comhdhala Ag Saibhriu Saol Paisti deir sé “roghnaiomar an mana
seo mar go ndeimhnionn na torthai nua seo agus na torthai leaninacha 6 na scoileanna lan-
Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta go bhfuil saol na bpdisti a saibhriu trid agus de thoradh an chorais
tumoideachais. Taimid an-bhréduil as go meallann agus go bhfreastalaionn na scoileanna lan-
Ghaeilge ar phaisti 6 gach culra séisialta, eacnamaiochta agus acaduil. ”

Chuir O Broin failte ar leith roimh Phriomhfheidhmeannach an Choimisitin um Chearta an Duine
a labhair ag failtid na Comhdhala faoi pholasaithe iontrdla scoile, éagsulacht agus iolrachas sa
chéras oideachais, agus rochtain ag tuismitheoiri ar an ngaelscolaiocht ag an da leibhéal i
gcomhthéacs cearta an duine.

Ghabh O Broin buiochas mér le rannphdirtithe na Comhdhala 6 gach cearn den oiledn agus
chuir sé failte ar leith roimh rannphairtithe an tuaiscirt agus na Gaeltachta. Deir sé “nil aon
cheist ach go mbaineann rath na Comhdhala 2011 leis an tiomantas don fhoghlaim leanidnach
ata sna scoileanna d’fhonn a chinntiu go leanfar ag cur ardchaighdean oideachais ar fail do na
paisti.”

Is i GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. eagraiocht chomhordaitheach na scoileanna |an-Ghaeilge.
Cabhraionn si le tuismitheoiri agus le grupai aitilla scoileanna nua a bhunu agus tacaionn si leis
na scoileanna ata bunaithe cheana féin.
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Friday, November 25 2011: for immediate release

The Standard of English and Mathematics in Irish-medium Schools above the national
average

GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. welcomes today’s announcement by the Education Research Institute
that the standard of English and mathematics in Irish-medium schools is well above the national
average. Speaking at the Annual Education Conference 2011, which opened today in Tullamore,
Dr. Gerry Shiel, chief researcher with the ERC confirmed that this was the first time that the
majority of Irish-medium and Gaeltacht primary schools were assessed on their achievement
levels in English and mathematics as an independent cohort. These positive results reinforce
results of other independent native research and support the much documented international
research findings on the benefits of immersion education.

Today’s results compound recent research findings of the NCE-MSTL (The Centre of Excellence
in the Learning and Teaching of Mathematics and Science) which verify the benefits of a
bilingual approach to learning mathematics in Ireland for the child. The National Strategy on
Literacy and Numeracy for learning and for life 2011-2020 in the context of Irish-medium and
Gaeltacht schools is the focal point of this year’s Conference. This will be discussed and debated
in a series of workshops throughout the two days, focussing on effective strategies for
achieving excellence at primary, post-primary and third level education.

Ciaran Cannon, Minister of State for Training and Skills officially opened today’s Conference,
entitled Enriching Children’s Lives. In his keynote address to the Conference, the Minister
commended the Irish-medium and Gaeltacht school communities and their stakeholders for the
encouraging results published, as well as their consistent high standards and excellence. He
acknowledged the huge importance of Irish-medium schools, coupled with their teachers and
staff, who ensure successful learning outcomes for pupils. The Minister also acknowledged the
considerable demand from the community for Irish-medium education at every level. He
furthermore congratulated GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. for its pioneering work in enthusing parents,
in espousing the benefits of Irish-medium education and in supporting high quality provision.

Micheal O Broin, president of GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. welcomed the Minister’s statement, “we
are delighted with the acknowledgment of the importance of the Irish-medium sector, and of
GAELSCOILEANNA TEQO'’s role in this vital work, and we are very grateful to the Minister for
joining us for today’s discussions. We recognise, however, that the current economic crisis has
serious implications for us. We are constantly struggling to overcome obstacles. We recognise
that the Department’s budget is constrained, but we implore that the Department does not use
this crisis as a scapegoat for shirking their duties and commitments with regard to the



development of Irish-medium education. All we ask is that our children and our schools are
treated fairly”.

O Broin praised the 300 strong gathering from diverse sections of the Irish-medium community
at both primary and post-primary level, within and outside of Gaeltacht areas, for the
heartening results presented by Dr. Shiel. He acknowledged additional pressures on schools,
particularly over the past year, with the increase in pupil-teacher ratios and the consequent
increase in class sizes, “despite the extreme challenges which they faced over the past year, the
schools have proved the effectiveness of Irish-medium education as an education system
through their consistent diligence and high standards”.

In explaining the rationale for the Conference theme Enriching Children’s Lives, O Broin states
“today’s research findings and the consistent results from Irish-medium schools confirm that
children’s lives are being enriched through, and as a consequence of, Irish-medium education
and we’re proud that our schools represent children from all social, economic and academic
backgrounds ”.

O Broin extended a warm welcome to the Chief Executive of the Commission on Human Rights,
who spoke at the Conference reception on the theme of school entrance policies, diversity and
pluralism in the education system and the availability of Irish-medium education to parents as a
human right.”

O Broin heartily thanked all participants of the Conference from all corners of Ireland and made
special mention of delegates from the north and from Gaeltacht areas. He commented, “the
success of 2011’s Conference is unquestionably due to the schools’ commitment to continual
learning in achieving high standards for all children.”

GAELSCOILEANNA TEO. is the national coordinating organisation for Irish-medium schools at
primary and post-primary level. It provides assistance and support to parents and local
communities who wish to found a school and it supports existing Irish-medium schools in their
development.
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