Definition and Recognition of Child Abuse
3.2 Definition of Neglect

3.2.1 
Neglect can be defined in terms of an omission, where the child suffers significant harm or impairment of development by being deprived of food, clothing, warmth, hygiene, intellectual stimulation, supervision and safety, attachment to and affection from adults, medical care.

3.2.2 
Harm can be defined as the ill-treatment or the impairment of the health or development of a child. Whether it is significant is determined by his/her health and development as compared to that which could reasonably be expected of a child of similar age.

3.2.3 
Neglect generally becomes apparent in different ways over a period of time rather than at one specific point. For instance, a child who suffers a series of minor injuries is not having his or her needs met for supervision and safety. A child whose ongoing failure to gain weight or whose height is significantly below average may be being deprived of adequate nutrition. A child who consistently misses school may be being deprived of intellectual stimulation. The threshold of significant harm is reached when the child’s needs are neglected to the extent that his or her well-being and/or development are severely affected.

3.3 Definition of Emotional Abuse

3.3.1 
Emotional abuse is normally to be found in the relationship between a care-giver and a child rather than in a specific event or pattern of events. It occurs when a child’s need for affection, approval, consistency and security are not met. Unless other forms of abuse are present, it is rarely manifested in terms of physical signs or symptoms. Examples of emotional abuse of children include:

(i) 
the imposition of negative attributes on children, expressed by persistent criticism, sarcasm, hostility or blaming;

(ii) 
conditional parenting in which the level of care shown to a child is made contingent on his or her behaviours or actions;

(iii) 
emotional unavailability by the child’s parent/carer; (iv) unresponsiveness, inconsistent, or inappropriate expectations of the child; (v) premature imposition of responsibility on the child;

(vi) 
unrealistic or inappropriate expectations of the child's capacity to understand something or to behave and control himself in a certain way; 

(vii) Under or over-protection of the child;

(viii) Failure to show interest in, or provide age-appropriate opportunities for, the child’s cognitive and emotional development; 

(ix) use of unreasonable or over-harsh disciplinary measures;

(x)
exposure to domestic violence.

3.3.2 
Emotional abuse can be manifested in terms of the child's behavioural, cognitive, affective or physical functioning. Examples of these include: 'anxious' attachment, non-organic failure to thrive, unhappiness, low self-esteem, educational and developmental underachievement, and oppositional behaviour. The threshold of significant harm is reached when abusive interactions dominate and become typical of the relationship between the child and the parent/carer.

3.4 Definition of Physical Abuse

3.4.1 
Physical abuse is any form of non-accidental injury or injury which results from wilful or neglectful failure to protect a child. Examples of physical injury include the following:

(i) shaking

(ii) use of excessive force in handling 

(iii) deliberate poisoning 

(iv) suffocation Munchausen's Syndrome by Proxy

(v) allowing or creating a substantial risk of significant harm to a child.

3.5 Definition of Sexual Abuse

3.5.1 
Sexual abuse occurs when a child is used by another person for his or her gratification or sexual arousal or for that of others. Examples of child sexual abuse include the following:

(i) 
exposure of the sexual organs or any sexual act intentionally performed in the presence of the child;

(ii) 
intentional touching or molesting of the body of a child whether by a person or object for the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification;

(iii) 
masturbation in the presence of the child or the involvement of the child in an act of masturbation;

(iv)
sexual intercourse with the child whether oral, vaginal, or anal; 

(v) 
sexual exploitation of a child includes inciting, encouraging propositioning, requiring or permitting a child to solicit for, or to engage in, prostitution or other sexual acts. Sexual exploitation also occurs when a child is involved in the exhibition, modelling or posing for the purpose of sexual arousal, gratification or sexual act, including its recording (on film, video tape or other media) or the manipulation, for those purposes, of the image by computer or other means. It may also include showing sexually explicit material to children which is often a feature of the “grooming” process by perpetrators of abuse.


It should be noted that the definition of child sexual abuse presented in this section is not a legal definition and is not intended to be a description of the criminal offences of sexual assault.
