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C
éard é Tum

oideachas 
sa B

hunscoil G
haeltachta? 

S
na N

aíonáin B
heaga agus sna N

aíonáin M
hóra,

is trí G
haeilge am

háin a bheidh na daltaí ag
foghlaim

 ón tús. B
eidh siad ag caint, ag canadh, ag

foghlaim
 rannta, ag spraoi, ag cur lena stór focal

agus frásaí G
aeilge. Foghlaim

eoidh siad a gcuid
scileanna léitheoireachta agus scríbhneoireachta
trí G

haeilge. I ndiaidh na N
aíonáin M

hóra, tosóidh
siad 

ag 
foghlaim

 
léitheoireacht 

agus
scríbhneoireacht an B

héarla. D
e réir an taighde

idirnáisiúnta trasnóidh na scileanna léitheoireachta
agus 

scríbhneoireachta 
a 

d’fhoghlaim
 

siad 
trí

G
haeilge go nádúrtha go dtí an B

éarla.

C
úlra

Tá m
eascán teangacha anois sa phobal agus sa

seom
ra ranga G

aeltachta. B
íonn difríochtaí m

óra
sa chaighdeán G

aeilge a bhíonn ag páistí ag teacht
ar scoil. Is cainteoirí dúchais cuid acu ó theaghlaigh
lán-G

haeilge, bíonn beagán G
aeilge ag cuid eile

agus bíonn roinnt páistí nach m
bíonn aon G

haeilge
acu. G

o m
inic dírítear an m

húinteoireacht ar an
dalta is lú G

aeilge, ar m
haithe lena thabhairt go dtí

caighdeán na ndaltaí eile sa rang ach sa chás sin
tá 

an 
chontúirt 

ann 
nach 

m
beadh 

forbairt 
á

déanam
h ar an dalta a bhfuil G

aeilge ar a thoil aige.

Is é cur chuige an tum
oideachais atá leagtha

am
ach m

ar chur chuige oideachais sa bP
olasaí

don O
ideachas G

aeltachta 2017-2022.
Tá sé

cruthaithe go hidirnáisiúnta gurb é seo an bealach
is fearr chun caighdeán G

aeilge an chainteora
dúchais agus an fhoghlaim

eora G
aeilge a threisiú.

C
uideoidh an cur chuige seo leis an gcainteoir

dúchais agus leis an bhfoghlaim
eoir caighdeán ard

oideachais a bhaint am
ach trí m

heán na G
aeilge.

Is léir dúinn go bhfuil ag éirí go han-m
haith leis an

gcóras tum
oideachais sna scoileanna G

aeltachta
ina bhfuil sé i bhfeidhm

 cheana.

W
hat is Im

m
ersion 

E
ducation in a G

aeltacht
S

chool? 

S
tudents learn everything through Irish from

 the
beginning of Junior Infants through to the end of
S

enior Infants. They do this by talking, singing,
learning rhym

es, playing, adding to their vocabulary
and their phrases in Irish. They learn the skills they
need to read and w

rite in Irish. A
fter S

enior Infants,
they learn to read and w

rite in E
nglish. International

research show
s that the skills they’ve learned to

allow
 them

 to read and w
rite in Irish transfer

naturally to E
nglish. 

B
ackground

G
aeltacht classroom

s reflect the m
ix of languages

found in G
aeltacht com

m
unities. The standard of

Irish that children have w
hen they start school

varies a lot. S
om

e of them
 are native speakers from

Irish-speaking fam
ilies, som

e have a little Irish and
som

e have no Irish at all. O
ften, the teaching of

Irish is directed at the student w
ith the least

am
ount of Irish, to bring them

 to the level that the
other students have, but this can m

ean that the
student 

proficient 
in 

Irish 
is 

not 
sufficiently

challenged in his/her language skills. 

Im
m

ersion education is the approach recognised
in 

The 
P

olicy 
on 

G
aeltacht 

E
ducation

2017-2022
that schools w

ith G
aeltacht recognition

m
ust im

plem
ent.   

The Policy on G
aeltacht E

ducation 2017-2022
recom

m
ends the practice of im

m
ersion education.

International studies have show
n that this is the

best w
ay to develop the fluency of both the native

speaker and the child learning Irish. Im
m

ersion
education w

ill help both to achieve a high standard
of education through the m

edium
 of Irish. The

im
m

ersion education m
ethod is very successful

w
here 

already 
practiced 

in 
som

e 
G

aeltacht
schools.  

A
n bhfuil ceisteanna eile

agat? 

O
ifigigh Forbartha G

aeltachta:
N

iam
h D

e B
úrca | 087 9155114 |

niam
h@

gaelscoileanna.ie
P

eigí N
í C

honghaile | 087 9452452 |
peigi@

gaelscoileanna.ie

P
ríom

h O
ifig: 

01 8535195 | oifig@
gaelscoileanna.ie 

Tá eolas cuim
sitheach m

aidir leis an eagraíocht
agus an córas oideachais lán-G

haeilge ar fáil ar
w

w
w

.gaeloideachas.ie, agus foilsítear ábhar go
rialta 

ar 
Tw

itter.com
/gaeloideachas 

agus
Facebook.com

/gaeloideachas chom
h m

aith. 

D
o you have other

questions?

G
aeltacht D

evelopm
ent O

fficers:
N

iam
h D

e B
úrca | 087 9155114 |

niam
h@

gaelscoileanna.ie
P

eigí N
í C

honghaile | 087 9452452 |
peigi@

gaelscoileanna.ie

M
ain O

ffice: 
01 8535195 | oifig@

gaelscoileanna.ie 

You’ll find com
prehensive inform

ation about the
organisation and about Irish-m

edium
 education on

our w
ebsite, w

w
w

.gaeloideachas.ie, and you can
get regular updates on Tw

itter.com
/gaeloideachas

and Facebook.com
/gaeloideachas.

G
nó

th
ac

ht
ái

l n
ío

s 
ai

rd
e 

sa
 

Bh
éa

rl
a 

ag
us

 s
a 

m
h

at
a 

ar
ao

n
 

ag
 p

ái
st

í i
 s

co
ile

an
n

a 
lá

n-
G

h
ae

ilg
e 

i g
co

m
p

ar
ái

d
 le

n
a 

b
p

ia
rg

h
rú

p
a 

i s
co

ile
an

n
a 

m
eá

n-
Bh

éa
rl

a

Is
 m

ó 
se

an
s 

go
 g

cu
ir

te
ar

 
cu

ra
cl

am
 n

ío
s 

le
it

h
ne

 a
r 

fá
il 

i s
co

ile
an

n
a 

lá
n-

G
h

ae
ilg

e 
n

á 
m

ar
 a

 c
hu

ir
te

ar
 a

r f
ái

l i
 

sc
oi

le
an

n
a 

ei
le

 —
 In

st
it

iú
id

 
Ta

ig
h

d
e 

Ea
cn

am
aí

oc
ht

a 
ag

us
 S

ói
si

al
ta

Is
 fé

id
ir

 g
o 

m
b

ro
n

n
fa

r 
m

ar
ca

n
n

a 
br

ei
se

 a
r 

ia
rr

th
ói

rí
 a

 �
re

ag
ra

ío
n

n
 

sc
rú

d
ú 

sc
rí

of
a 

A
rd

te
is

te
 tr

í 
G

h
ae

ilg
e

Lí
of

ac
ht

 a
gu

s 
lit

ea
rt

ha
ch

t i
n 

dh
á 

th
ea

ng
a

M
ui

ní
n 

ag
us

 fé
in

iú
la

ch
t

G
nó

th
ac

ht
ái

l s
an

 o
id

ea
ch

as

Fi
an

ai
se

 u
ai

t?
 T

ui
lle

ad
h

 e
ol

ai
s 

m
ai

d
ir

 le
is

 n
a 

b
un

tá
is

tí
 a

g
us

 n
a 

ta
ga

ir
tí

 ta
ig

h
d

e 
le

n
a 

m
b

ai
n

ea
n

n
 

ar
 fá

il 
ar

 w
w

w
.g

ae
lo

id
ea

ch
as

.ie

N
ío

s 
m

ó 
te

ag
m

h
ál

a 
ag

 n
a 

p
ái

st
í l

e 
cu

lt
úi

r é
ag

sú
la

 
ag

us
 b

ío
n

n
 m

ea
s 

n
ío

s 
m

ó 
ac

u 
or

th
u

Éi
rí

on
n

 le
 p

ái
st

í s
m

ao
in

ea
m

h
 

ar
 b

h
ea

la
í n

ío
s 

cr
ut

h
ai

th
í

Bí
on

n
 s

ia
d

 n
ío

s 
fe

ar
r a

g 
ta

bh
ai

rt
 a

ir
de

, a
g 

dí
ri

ú
 

ar
 th

as
ca

n
n

a 
ag

us
 á

 
gc

ur
 i 

gc
rí

ch

Sc
ile

an
n

a 
cu

im
h

ne
 

n
ío

s 
fe

ar
r

Lé
ir

ío
n

n
 ta

ig
h

d
e 

g
ur

 fé
id

ir
 

le
is

 a
n

 d
át

h
ea

n
ga

ch
as

 m
oi

ll 
ch

ei
th

re
 b

lia
n

a 
a 

ch
ur

 a
r 

gh
al

ar
 A

lz
h

ei
m

er

Bu
nt

ái
st

í c
og

na
ío

ch
a

Bu
nt

ái
st

í a
n 

Tu
m

oi
de

ac
ha

is

N
ío

s 
fe

ar
r i

n
 a

n
n

 ia
d 

fé
in

 a
 c

hu
r i

n
 iú

l, 
ag

us
 n

ío
s 

fe
ar

r i
n

 a
n

n
 

d
ao

in
e 

ei
le

 a
 th

ui
sc

in
t

Fo
rb

ra
ío

n
n

 p
ái

st
í l

ío
fa

ch
t a

g
us

 
lit

ea
rt

h
ac

ht
 s

a 
G

h
ae

ilg
e 

ag
us

 s
a 

Bh
éa

rl
a 

ar
ao

n
 a

r s
co

il

N
ío

s 
éa

sc
a 

d
o 

n
a 

p
ái

st
í 

te
an

ga
ch

a 
ei

le
 a

 �
og

h
la

im
 le

is
 

n
a 

sc
ile

an
n

a 
lit

ea
rt

h
ac

ht
a 

at
á 

se
al

b
h

ai
th

e 
ac

u

T
ui

sc
in

t n
ío

s 
fe

ar
r d

ói
b

h
 

ar
 n

a 
bu

nc
h

lo
ch

a 
te

an
ga

; 
g

ra
m

ad
ac

h
, d

éa
n

am
h

 fo
ca

l, 
or

d
 a

b
ai

rt
e

Sc
ile

an
n

a 
in

ai
st

ri
th

e 
ia

d
 s

eo
 

g
ur

 fé
id

ir
 a

 c
hu

r i
 b

h
fe

id
h

m
 i 

dt
ea

n
ga

ch
a 

ei
le

T
ui

sc
in

t n
ío

s 
fe

ar
r d

o 
n

a 
p

ái
st

í a
r 

a 
gc

ui
d

 fé
in

iú
la

ch
ta

 fé
in

 —
 b

ío
n

n
 

fé
in

m
he

as
 n

ío
s 

m
ó 

ac
u

Sp
re

ag
ta

r i
lc

hu
lt

ú
ra

ch
as

 
n

ío
s 

d
oi

m
h

n
e 

ag
us

 n
ío

s 
lú

 
ci

n
ío

ch
ai

s

C
ad

 is
 �

ú 
an

 tu
m

oi
d

ea
ch

as
 d

on
 p

h
ái

st
e?

 
C

ad
 a

 d
ei

r a
n

 ta
ig

h
d

e 
in

 É
ir

in
n

 a
g

us
 

go
 h

id
ir

n
ái

si
ún

ta
?

Sc
ile

an
n

a 
éi

st
ea

ch
ta

 
ag

us
 c

u
m

ar
sá

id
e 

n
ío

s 
éi

fe
ac

ht
aí

 a
g

 p
ái

st
í

Sc
ile

an
na

 
cu

m
ar

sá
id

e

   
   

A
tt

ai
n

 h
ig

he
r g

ra
de

s 
in

 
st

an
d

ar
d

is
ed

 te
st

s 
b

ot
h

 
in

 E
n

gl
is

h
 a

n
d

 in
 m

at
h

s 
th

an
 th

ei
r p

ee
rs

 in
 E

n
gl

is
h-

m
ed

iu
m

 s
ch

oo
ls

T
h

e 
Ec

on
om

ic
 a

n
d

 S
oc

ia
l 

Re
se

ar
ch

 In
st

it
ut

e 
h

av
e 

re
co

g
n

is
ed

 th
at

 Ir
is

h-
m

ed
iu

m
 s

ch
oo

ls
 a

re
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
a 

br
oa

de
r 

cu
rr

ic
u

lu
m

 th
an

 o
th

er
 

sc
h

oo
l t

yp
es

C
an

d
id

at
es

 w
h

o 
an

sw
er

 
in

 Ir
is

h
 in

 th
e 

w
ri

tt
en

 
ex

am
in

at
io

n
 in

 c
er

ta
in

 
Le

av
in

g
 C

er
ti

�c
at

e 
su

b
je

ct
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

g
iv

en
 b

on
u

s 
m

ar
ks

Fl
ue

nc
y 

an
d 

lit
er

ac
y 

in
 tw

o 
la

ng
ua

ge
s

Co
nf

id
en

ce
 a

nd
 id

en
ti

ty
 

In
cr

ea
se

d 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l a
tt

ai
nm

en
t

W
an

t e
vi

d
en

ce
? 

Fu
rt

h
er

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 o
n

 th
es

e 
b

en
e�

ts
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
re

se
ar

ch
 re

fe
re

n
ce

s,
 is

 a
va

ila
b

le
 

at
 w

w
w

.g
ae

lo
id

ea
ch

as
.ie

Re
ce

iv
e 

b
ro

ad
er

 e
xp

os
ur

e 
to

 o
th

er
 c

ul
tu

re
s 

an
d

 
d

ev
el

op
 a

 g
re

at
er

 re
sp

ec
t 

fo
r t

h
em

C
h

ild
re

n
 c

an
 b

ec
om

e 
m

or
e 

cr
ea

ti
ve

 th
in

ke
rs

T
h

ey
’re

 b
et

te
r a

b
le

 
to

 p
ay

 a
tt

en
ti

on
, t

o 
co

nc
en

tr
at

e 
on

 a
n

d
 

co
m

p
le

te
 ta

sk
s

H
el

p
s 

to
 im

p
ro

ve
 

m
em

or
y 

sk
ill

s

Re
se

ar
ch

 h
as

 s
h

ow
n

 th
at

 
b

ei
n

g
 b

ili
n

g
ua

l c
an

 d
el

ay
 

th
e 

on
se

t o
f A

lz
h

ei
m

er
’s 

D
is

ea
se

 b
y 

fo
ur

 y
ea

rs

Co
gn

it
iv

e 
ad

va
nt

ag
es

 
A

dv
an

ta
ge

s 
of

 Im
m

er
si

on
 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

B
et

te
r a

b
le

 to
 

ex
pr

es
s 

th
em

se
lv

es
, 

an
d

 b
et

te
r a

b
le

 to
 

un
d

er
st

an
d

 o
th

er
s

C
h

ild
re

n
 d

ev
el

op
 �

ue
nc

y 
an

d
 li

te
ra

cy
 in

 b
ot

h
 Ir

is
h

 a
n

d
 

En
gl

is
h

 in
 s

ch
oo

l

Ea
si

er
 fo

r t
h

e 
ch

ild
re

n
 to

 le
ar

n
 

ad
di

ti
on

al
 la

ng
u

ag
es

, t
h

an
ks

 
to

 th
e 

lit
er

ac
y 

sk
ill

s 
th

ey
 a

cq
ui

re
 

th
ro

ug
h

 im
m

er
si

on
 e

d
uc

at
io

n

B
et

te
r u

n
d

er
st

an
d

in
g

 o
f t

h
e 

fo
u

nd
at

io
n

s 
of

 la
ng

u
ag

e;
 

g
ra

m
m

ar
, w

or
d

 fo
rm

at
io

n
, 

se
nt

en
ce

 s
tr

uc
tu

re

T
ra

n
sf

er
ra

bl
e 

sk
ill

s 
ca

n
 b

e 
ap

p
lie

d
 to

 o
th

er
 la

n
g

ua
ge

s

B
et

te
r u

n
d

er
st

an
d

in
g

 o
f t

h
ei

r o
w

n
 

se
n

se
 o

f s
el

f, 
an

d
 th

is
 g

iv
es

 th
em

 
in

cr
ea

se
d

 s
el

f-
es

te
em

Pr
om

ot
es

 d
ee

p
er

 
m

u
lt

ic
u

lt
u

ra
lis

m
 a

n
d

 
le

ss
 ra

ci
sm

W
h

at
 is

 th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 im
m

er
si

on
 e

d
uc

at
io

n
 

fo
r a

 c
h

ild
? 

W
h

at
 d

oe
s 

th
e 

Ir
is

h
 a

n
d

 
in

te
rn

at
io

n
al

 re
se

ar
ch

 s
ay

?

D
ev

el
op

 m
or

e 
e�

ec
ti

ve
 

lis
te

n
in

g 
an

d
 

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
iv

e 
sk

ill
s

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

sk
ill

s

Ir
is

h-
m

ed
iu

m
 p

ri
m

ar
y

sc
ho

ol
s 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

br
oa

de
r

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
th

an
 o

th
er

sc
ho

ol
 ty

pe
s

Is
 m

ó 
se

an
s 

go
 g

cu
ir

te
ar

cu
ra

cl
am

 n
ío

s 
le

it
hn

e
ar

fá
il 

i m
bu

ns
co

ile
an

na
lá

n-
G

ha
ei

lg
e 

ná
 m

ar
 a

ch
ui

rt
ea

r 
ar

 fá
il 

i
sc

oi
le

an
na

 e
ile

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK
B1 PLANNED.qxp_Layout 1  14/11/2017  12:37  Page 2



B
untáistí an Luath-

Thum
oideachais

G
haeltachta don D

alta

    •  Is é an tum
oideachas an córas is oiriúnaí

don scoláire arb í an G
haeilge a theanga

dhúchais, agus don fhoghlaim
eoir atá ag

foghlaim
 na G

aeilge. 
    •  Is é an córas is fearr é chun an dara teanga

a m
húineadh agus a fhoghlaim

 ar scoil.
    •  B

eidh scoláirí na G
aeltachta dátheangach

agus déliteartha. B
eidh siad líofa i nG

aeilge
agus i m

B
éarla agus beidh siad in ann

léam
h agus scríobh sa dá theanga. 

    •  C
abhróidh sé leo chun teangacha eile a

fhoghlaim
.

    •  B
eidh scileanna cum

arsáide, tuisceana
agus ceistiúcháin níos fearr acu.

    •  B
eidh scoláirí na G

aeltachta níos cum
asaí

chun tabhairt faoi dheiseanna fostaíochta
sa G

haeltacht, ar fud na hÉ
ireann agus thar

lear.

The advantages of E
arly

Im
m

ersion E
ducation for

students in G
aeltacht

schools

    •  Im
m

ersion education is the m
ost suitable

m
ethod for students w

ho speak Irish as
their native language, and also for students
learning the language.

    •  It is the best w
ay to teach and learn a

second language at school.
    •  G

aeltacht pupils w
ill be bilingual and

biliterate. They w
ill be fluent in Irish and

E
nglish and able to read and w

rite in both
languages. 

    •  It w
ill help them

 to learn other languages.
    •  They w

ill have better skills in
com

m
unication, com

prehension and
interrogation. 

    •  G
aeltacht students w

ill be better able to
take up em

ploym
ent opportunities in the

G
aeltacht, elsew

here in Ireland and abroad.  

C
eisteanna C

oitianta 
C

én chaoi a gcuidíonn an dá bhliain
luath-thum

oideachais leis na cainteoirí
dúchais?
    •  S

aibhríonn sé a gcum
as G

aeilge agus
tógann sé air.

    •  Láidríonn sé a scileanna cum
arsáide,

tuisceana, ceistiúcháin agus anailíse.
    •  B

íonn sé níos éasca acu teangacha eile a
fhoghlaim

.

C
én chaoi a gcuidíonn an dá bhliain

luath-thum
oideachais le foghlaim

eoirí na
G

aeilge?
    •  C

uireann sé bonn láidir faoina gcum
as

G
aeilge le go m

beidh siad in ann a gcuid
scolaíochta ar fad a dhéanam

h trí G
haeilge

i m
bealach níos éifeachtaí.

    •  Láidríonn sé a gcum
as labhairt lena chéile

trí G
haeilge lasm

uigh den seom
ra ranga.

A
n m

beidh sé deacair ar pháiste nach
bhfuil aige ach B

éarla ag tosú sa S
coil

G
haeltachta?

    •  Ú
sáidfidh na m

úinteoirí com
harthaíocht

choirp, pictiúir, gothaí, agus tuin chainte
chun brí a chur in iúl agus cum

arsáid a
dhéanam

h leis na páistí. Ú
sáidfidh siad

am
hráin, frásaí úsáideacha, cantaireacht

agus rím
eanna chun na páistí a m

healladh
agus a spreagadh.

    •  P
iocann páistí suas teangacha go héasca.

    •  D
e réir a chéile, tosóidh na páistí ag úsáid

na G
aeilge go nádúrtha faoi stiúir an

m
húinteora.

A
n bhfuil tum

oideachas lán-G
haeilge

oiriúnach do dhaltaí le riachtanais
speisialta? 
    •  Tá taighde ann a léiríonn go bhfuil sé

chom
h hoiriúnach céanna, fad is go bhfuil

na tacaíochtaí cuí ar fáil.
    •  Tá na buntáistí oideachais céanna sa

tum
oideachas do scoláirí le riachtanais

speisialta.

Frequently A
sked

Q
uestions

H
ow

 does tw
o years of early im

m
ersion

education benefit native speakers of
Irish?
     •  It helps to enrich their Irish.
     •  It strengthens their skills in com

m
unication,

com
prehension, interrogation and analysis.

     •  It m
akes it easier for them

 to learn other
languages. 

H
ow

 does tw
o years of early im

m
ersion

education benefit students learning Irish?
     •  It gives them

 a strong foundation in the
language so that they w

ill be better able to
com

plete their education through Irish. 
     •  It helps them

 to be better able to speak to
one another in Irish outside the classroom

. 

W
ill it be difficult for a child w

ho only
speaks E

nglish to start in a G
aeltacht

school?
     •  Teachers w

ill use body language, pictures,
gestures and tone of voice to m

ake
them

selves understood and com
m

unicate
w

ith the children. They’ll use songs, useful
phrases, singing and rhym

es to inspire the
children.

     •  C
hildren acquire languages easily. 

     •  In tim
e, the children w

ill start to use Irish
naturally, under the guidance of their
teacher.

Is Irish-m
edium

 im
m

ersion education
suitable for students w

ith special
educational needs? 
     •  R

esearch show
s that it is equally beneficial,

provided appropriate supports are in place.
     •  S

tudents w
ith special educational needs

get the sam
e educational benefits from

im
m

ersion education as their peers.  
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