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Halla Naomh Padraig, Instititid Oideachais Marino
Ascaill Ui Ghriofa, Baile Atha Cliath 9, DO9 K4P6, Eire

+353-1-853 5195
eolas@gaeloideachas.ie
www.gaeloideachas.ie
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TUMOIDEACHAS SA
BHUNSCOIL
GHAELTACHTA:

EOLAS DO
THUISMITHEOIRI
AGUS DO
CHAOMHNOIRI

www.gaeloideach

Gaeloideachas

Guth don Oideachas lan-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta

IMMERSION
EDUCATION IN
GAELTACHT
SCHOOLS:

INFORMATION FOR
PARENTS AND
GUARDIANS
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An bhfuil ceisteanna eile
agat?

Oifigigh Forbartha Gaeltachta:
mh De Burca | 087 91556114 |

niamh@gaelscoileanna.ie

Peigi N Chonghaile | 087 9452452 |

peigi@gaelscoileanna.ie

Priomh Offig:
01 8535195 | oifig@gaelscoileanna.ie

Ta eolas cuimsitheach maidir leis an eagraioc
agus an céras oideachais lan-Ghaeilge ar féil ar
www.gaeloideachas.ie, agus foilsitear dbhar go
Twitter.com/gaeloideachas  agus
Facebook.com/gaeloideachas chomh mai

rialta  ar

Do you have other
questions?

Gaeltacht Development Officers:
Niamh De Burca | 087 91556114 |
niamh@gaelscoileanna.ie

Peigi Ni Chonghaile | 087 9452452 |
peigi@gaelscoileanna.ie

Main Office:
01 8535195 | oifig@gaelscoileanna.ie

| find comprehensive information about the
organisation and about Irish-medium education on
our website, www.gaeloideachas.ie, and you can
get regular updates on Twitter.com/gaeloideachas
and Facebook.com/gaeloideachas.

Céard é Tumoideachas
sa Bhunscoil Ghaeltachta?

Sna Nafonain Bheaga agus sna Naionain Mhéra,
is tri Ghaeilge amh a bheidh na daltai ag
foghlaim én tds. Beidh siad ag caint, ag canadh, ag
foghlaim rannta, ag spraoi, ag cur lena stér focal
agus frasai Gaeilge. Foghlaimeoidh siad a gcuid
heoireachta agus scribhneoireachta

trf Ghaeilge. | ndiaidh na Nafondin Mhéra, toséidh

sClleanna

siad ag foghlaim theoireacht  agus
scribhneoireacht an Bhéarla. De réir an taighde

rnaisilnta trasnéidh na scileanna |éitheoireachta
agus scribhneoireachta a d'fhoghlaim siad trf
Ghaeilge go nadurtha go dti an Béarla.

Culra

Ta meascéan teangacha anois sa phobal agus sa
seomra ranga Gaeltachta. Bionn difriochtai méra
sa chaighdean Gaeilge a bhionn ag péistf ag teacht
ar scoil. Is cainteoiri dichais cuid acu 6 theaghlaigh
lan-Ghaeilge, bionn beagdn Gaeilge ag cuid eile
agus bionn roinnt pdisti nach mbionn aon Ghaeilge
acu. Go minic diritear an mhuinteoireacht ar an
dalta is U Gaeilge, ar mhaithe lena thabhairt go dtf
caighdean na ndaltaf eile sa rang ach sa chés sin
td an chontdirt ann nach mbeadh forbairt a
déanamh ar an dalta a bhfuil Gaeilge ar a thoil aige.
Is é cur chuige an tumoideachais ata leagtha
amach mar chur chuige oideachais sa bPolasai
don Oideachas Gaeltachta 2017-2022. T4 sé
cruthaithe go hidirndisitinta gurb é seo an bealach

is fearr chun caighdedn Gaeilge an chainteora
duichais agus an fhoghlaimeora Gaeilge a threisiu.
Cuideoidh an cur chuige seo leis an gcainteoir

dichais agus leis an bhfoghlaimeoir caighdedn ard
oideachais a bhaint amach tri mhean na Gaeilge.
Is 1&ir ddinn go bhfuil ag éirf go han-mhaith leis an
gcdras tumoideachais sna scoileanna Gaeltachta
ina bhfuil sé i bhfeidhm cheana.

What is Immersion
Education in a Gaeltacht
School?

Students learn everything through Irish from the
beginning of Junior Infants through to the end of
Senior Infants. They do this by talking, singing,
learning rhymes, playing, adding to their vocabulary
and their phrases in Irish. They learn the skills they
need to read and write in Irish. After Senior Infants,
they learn to read and write in English. International
research shows that the skills they've learned to
allow them to read and write in Irish transfer

naturally to English.

Background
Gaeltacht classrooms reflect the mix of languages
found in Gaeltacht communities. The standard of
h that children have when they start school
varies a lot. Some of them are native speakers from
h-speaking families, some have a little Irish and
some have no lIrish at all. Often, the teaching of
h is directed at the student with the least
amount of Irish, to bring them to the level that the
other students have, but this can mean that the
student proficient in
challenged in his/her

h is not sufficiently
age skills.

Immersion education is the approach recognised
in The Policy on Gaeltacht Education
2017-2022 that schools with Gaeltacht recog
must implement.

The Policy on Gaeltacht Education 2017-2022
recommends the practice of immersion education.
International studies have shown that this is the
best way to develop the fluency of both the native
speaker and the child learning Irish. Immersion
education will help both to achieve a high standard
of education through the medium of Irish. The
immersion education method is very successful
where already practiced in some Gaeltacht
schools.
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Ceisteanna Coitianta

Cén chaoi a gcuidionn an da bhliain
luath-thumoideachais leis na cainteoiri
duchais?
+ Saibhrionn sé a gcumas Gaeilge agus
tégann sé air.
+ Laidrionn sé a scileanna cumarsaide,
tuisceana, ceistilichain agus anailise.
» Bionn sé nios éasca acu teangacha eile a
fhoghlaim.

Cén chaoi a gcuidionn an da bhliain
luath-thumoideachais le foghlaimeoiri na
Gaeilge?

* Cuireann sé bonn laidir faoina gcumas
Gaeilge le go mbeidh siad in ann a gcuid
scolafochta ar fad a dhéanamh tri Ghaeilge
i mbealach nios éifeachtat.

Laidrionn sé a gcumas labhairt lena chéile
tri Ghaeilge lasmuigh den seomra ranga.

An mbeidh sé deacair ar phaiste nach
bhfuil aige ach Béarla ag tosu sa Scoil
Ghaeltachta?
+ Usaidfidh na muinteoirf comharthaiocht
choirp, pictidir, gothaf, agus tuin chainte
chun brf a chur in idl agus cumarséid a
dhéanamh leis na péisti. Uséidfidh siad
amhrain, frasai Usaideacha, cantaireacht
agus rimeanna chun na péisti a mhealladh
agus a spreagadh.
Piocann paistf suas teangacha go héasca.
De réir a chéile, toséidh na péistf ag Gsaid
na Gaeilge go nédurtha faoi stidir an
mhdinteora.

An bhfuil tumoideachas lan-Ghaeilge
oiriinach do dhaltai le riachtanais
speisialta?

» Ta taighde ann a Iéirfonn go bhfuil sé
chomh hoirilinach céanna, fad is go bhfuil
na tacaiochtarf cuf ar fail.

T4 na buntéisti oideachais céanna sa
tumoideachas do scoldirf le riachtanais
speisialta.
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Frequently Asked
Questions

How does two years of early immersion
education benefit native speakers of
Irish?
* It helps to enrich their Irish.
* [t strengthens their skills in communication,
comprehension, interrogation and analysis.
It makes it easier for them to learn other
languages.

How does two years of early immersion
education benefit students learning Irish?
* It gives them a strong foundation in the
language so that they will be better able to
complete their education through Irish.

* It helps them to be better able to speak to
one another in Irish outside the classroom.

Will it be difficult for a child who only
speaks English to start in a Gaeltacht
school?

» Teachers will use body language, pictures,
gestures and tone of voice to make
themselves understood and communicate
with the children. They'll use songs, useful
phrases, singing and rhymes to inspire the
children.

Children acquire languages easily.

In time, the children will start to use Irish
naturally, under the guidance of their
teacher.

Is Irish-medium immersion education
suitable for students with special
educational needs?
» Research shows that it is equally beneficial,
provided appropriate supports are in place.
» Students with special educational needs
get the same educational benefits from
immersion education as their peers.
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