Gaelscoileanna

Bunaiodh Gaelscoileanna Teo. i 1973 mar eagraiocht dheonach néisitnta chun tacafocht
a thabhairt d'fhorbairt na scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge ag an mbunleibhéal agus ag an
iar-bhunleibhéal. O Itil 2014, t& Gaelscoileanna Teo. freagrach mar cheanneagraiocht

as an réimse Tumoideachas/Gaeloideachas agus Réamhscolaiocht lan-Ghaeilge. Cuimsionn
an rél nua seirbhis tacafochta do scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge Gaeltachta freisin. Airitear

i measc roéil agus feidhmeanna na heagraiochta comhairle, cinamh agus tacaiocht

do dhaoine ar mian leo oideachas lan-Ghaeilge da bpaisti, mar aon le seirbhis tacaiochta
agus ionadafochta thar ceann naionraf agus scoileanna ar a gcuid riachtanais.

new role also includes the provision of support
services for Irish-medium schools in Gaeltacht

Gaelscoileanna Teo. was founded in 1973 as a national, voluntary organisation
supporting the development of Irish-medium schools at primary

and at post-primary level. As of July 2014, Gaelscoileanna Teo.

areas. Gaelscoileanna Teo. provides advice, )
assistance and support to people who A @
wish to have their children educated m

is the lead organisation in the Irish-medium Immersion
through the medium of Irish, as well

Education and Preschool sector. The organisation’s
as support services and advocacy for
those working in the sector.

www.gaelscoileanna.ie
oifig@gaelscoileanna.ie
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An Luath-thumoideachas sna Scoileanna
Lan-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta

Céard é?

Ta paisti & dtumadh go hiomlan sa Gaeilge. Is i an Ghaeilge teanga foghlama

an churaclaim ina iomléine. T4 cead ag bunscoileanna 1&n-Ghaeilge agus ag

scoileanna Gaeltachta teagasc an Bhéarla a chur siar go dti an Nollaig sna Nafonain
shinsearacha, mas é toil an Bord Bainistiochta an luath-thumoideachais sin a chur

i bhfeidhm sa scoil.De ghnath is i nGaeilge a chuirfidh paistf tus leis an léitheoireacht.

| ndiaidh tréimhse airithe ama cuirfidh an scoil tus le léitheoireacht an Bhéarla in éineacht

le léitheoireacht sa Ghaeilge.Léirionn an taighde naisitinta agus idirnaisiunta go soiléir

go bhfuil ciall le tosu ar an luathlitearthacht sa sprioctheanga (Gaeilge) seachas i mBéarla.

Early-immersion Education in
Irish-medium and Gaeltacht Schools

What is early-immersion education?

Children are immersed fully in the Irish language. Irish is the language of

learning for the entire curriculum.lrish-medium and Gaeltacht schools are permitted

to delay the teaching of English until Christmas in senior infant classes, subject to
approval by the Board of Management.Reading will typically begin in Irish. After a
certain period, the school will introduce reading in English in addition to Irish-language
reading.All native and international research findings confirm the advantages of
introducing early-literacy in the target language (Irish) rather than in English.
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Cé na buntaisti a bhaineann leis?

Is é an coras is fearr do shealbhu na Gaeilge. Cinnteoidh sé go bhfoghlaimeoidh
paisti an Ghaeilge go mear agus go héifeachtach ionas go mbeidh siad in ann
curaclam iomlan na scoile a leandint tri mhean na Gaeilge. In 2006 léirigh

An Ghaeilge sna Bunscoileanna: Treochtai Naisiinta Fadtéarmacha in Innidlacht

go soiléir go raibh caighdedn ard Gaeilge sna gaelscoileanna.

Forbréidh paisti an da theanga agus ni bheidh aon drochthionchar d'fhorbairt
ceachtar teanga na d’'aon abhar eile sa churaclam.

Léirionn torthai taighde an Fhorais Taighde ar Oideachais, 2011, go bhfuil paisti

i bhfad thar an meén naisitinta i léitheoireacht an Bhéarla sna scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge
agus go bhfuil ag éiri leo thar an meén naisitinta sa mhata freisin.

Is cabhair é an luath-thumoideachas chun timpeallacht laidir theangeolaiochta

do shealbht na Gaeilge a chrutht agus cothoidh sé an Ghaeilge mar theanga
chumarsaide na bpaisti.

Foghlaimeoidh paisti Gaeilge agus aistreoidh siad na scileanna litearthachta

go héasca go dti an Béarla, ach beidh cumas airithe bainte amach ag paisti sa
Bhéarla sula dtoséidh siad air go foirmidil. Deir na saineolaithe idirnaisitnta gur
fearr a aistreoidh na scileanna litearthachta 6 mhionteanga go moértheanga seachas
a mhalairt.

| gcas na bpaisti nach bhfuil Gaeilge acu sa bhaile cinntionn an tumoideachas go
mbionn siad in ann tairbhe oideachasuil a bhaint as na habhair eile tri mheéan na
Gaeilge toisc gur laidre a bhionn a gcumas sa Ghaeilge, rud a chothaionn a gcion
ar an teanga chomh maith.

Cinntionn sé go bhfuil paisti a thagann ¢ theaghlaigh lan-Ghaeilge ag fail deis
luathoideachas iomlan a fhail tri Ghaeilge, rud a mhéadaionn a meas orthu féin
agus ar a dteanga dhuchais.

Ta an tumoideachas feiliinach do gach paiste, paisti le Riachtanais Speisialta
Oideachasula san direamh, ach na hacmhainni feabhais a bheith ar fail. Anuas air sin,
aithnitear an céras Luath-Thumoideachais lomlan mar an munla is rathula do phaisti
faoi mhichumais éigin.

T4 ag éiri le paisti Gaelscoile i gceantair faoi mhibhuntaiste chomh maith céanna

sa Bhéarla le paisti ata ag freastal ar scoil tri Bhéarla.
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What are the advantages?

It is proven to be the most successful approach to Irish-language acquisition.

It ensures that children learn Irish quickly and efficiently and thereby ensures that
they can follow the entire school curriculum through the medium of Irish with
greater ease. The results of the report Irish in Primary Schools: Long-term National
Trends in Achievement in 2006 confirm the high standard of Irish in gaelscoileanna.
Children will develop competence in both languages, with no negative impact to
either language nor to any other curriculum subject.

Research results produced by the Educational Research Centre, 2011, illustrate that
children in Irish-medium primary schools are performing well above the national
average in English reading and above the national average in mathematics.
Early-immersion helps maintain a robust linguistic environment for Irish-language
acquisition and it supports the use of Irish as the language of communication
between children.

Children will learn Irish first and subsequently transfer the literacy skills acquired

with ease to English. They will, however, already have achieved some ability in English
before the formal introduction of English. International experts point to the fact that
literacy skills transfer with greater ease from a minority language to a majority language,
as opposed to the reverse.

For children from homes where Irish is not spoken, early-immersion helps them gain
greater educational benefit from all subjects from the outset due to greater ability in
Irish. Greater ability will invariably lead to greater fondness for the language also.

For children from Irish-speaking homes, early-immersion ensures that they receive the
opportunity for continued total immersion in Irish, which consequently increases their
respect for themselves as Irish language speakers as well as respect for their

native tongue.

Immersion education is suitable for all children, including those with Special
Educational Needs. Additionally, early-immersion is recognised as the most successful
model for children with disabilities.

Children attending Irish-medium schools in areas of socioeconomic disadvantage
perform equally as well in English as children in English-medium schools.



